20 0CT 2017

Fault Lines: Sinai Peninsula

The Sinai Peninsula is a complicated operational environment (OE). At present, there are a number of interconnected
conditions creating instability and fostering a favorable environment for the growth of Islamic extremist groups. Eqypt is
battling this situation with large-scale security operations, yet militant activity is not diminishing. The Egyptian government,
in coordination with the Israeli government, is placing renewed interest on countering insurgent actors in the region and
establishing a lasting security. Despite its best effort, Egypt has been largely unsuccessful. A variety of factors have contributed
to the continued rise of the insurgents. We submit there are four key fault lines contributing to instability. These fault lines are
neither mutually exclusive nor are they isolated to the Sinai. In fact, they are inexorably intertwined, in ways between Egypt,
Israel, and the Sinai Peninsula. Issues related to faults create stability complications, legitimacy concerns, and disidentification
problems that can be easily exploited by interested actors. It is essential to understand the conditions creating the faults, the
escalation that results from them operating at the same time, and the potential effects for continued insecurity and ultimately
instability in the region.

Egypt-Israel Relations - Enduring geopolitical tension between Egypt and Israel, and complex coordination needs between
dissimilar and traditionally untrusting cultures, has potential for explosive effects on regional stability.

Political Instability - Continued political instability, generated from leadership turmoil, mounting security concerns, and
insufficient efforts for economic development may lead to an exponentially dire security situation and direct and violent
challenges to the government.

Political Alienation - Years of neglect combined with a decade of Israeli occupation has created an environment where the

Sinai people feel politically disenfranchised, indignant, and desperate and this puts the population in a vulnerable position to be

influenced by external stakeholders.

Economic Deprivation - A lack of economic opportunities, discrimination against the Bedouins for rightful employment, and
the growth of anillicit economy fosters an ideal operational environment for insurgent activity.
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FAULT LINES
are “exploitable
sources of
instability in the
human domain;
they can be real or
perceived.”
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A Fault Line Analysis is our

methodology for identifying

unstable and exploitable
conditions within an OE.
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February 1945: Egypt declares war on Germany and Japan to become a
founder-member of the post-war United Nations, as decided during the
Yalta Conference.

March 28, 1947: British vacate last permanent military installation in Egypt

November 29, 1947; UN votes for partition of Palestine between Palestinians and Jews
following the end of the British Palestine Mandate

Mae/ 15,1948: End of the Palestine Mandate / US and USSR recognize state of Israel / Armies
of g{pt Syria, Jordan, and Iraq cross into Palestine and the irregular Arab Liberation Army
attacks Jewish sites.

Israeli War of Independence / 1948 War / al-Nakbah (the disaster).

Jul)‘123, 1952: Egyptian Revolution: military coup of the Free Officers, led by General
_M%l EitIRmE(iF Nagmb, seizes power from King Farouk, who flees into exile, abdicating for the
infant King Fuad.

June 1953: Junta declares the end of the monarchy and Neguib becomes president and prime
minister.

February 23, 1954: Nequib resigns after failing to rewrite constitution to be more representa-
tive. Deputy Prime Minister and former Colonel Gamel Abdel Nasser seizes power.

October 29-November 5 1956: Suez Crisis, AKA Operation Musketeer (Brit-

?Eln ant()i France), Suez-Sinai Campaign (Israel), or the Tripartite Aggression
gypu).

March 11, 1957: Last Israeli forces leave Sinai.

Six Day War
Jun 1967

September 281970: Nasser dies of a heart
atfack, Vice President Anwar Sadat becomes
president of Egypt.

Israeli army forcibly removes over 1500 Bedouin
families from lands on Rafiah Plain along Gaza
order to create security zone. New Jewis
farming settlements are built following the
removal. Arab labor is imported from Gaza.

October 6-22 1973: October War /Yom Kippur War
Sadat introduces al-Infitah (“the opening”) economic program to roll
back parts of Nasser’s socialist sxstem to'stimulate the economy and
encourage foreign investment. Canceling of social welfare henefits
caused qvil unrést and foreign investment mainly was made in the
tourism industry.

September 17,1978: Camp David Accords signed

March 26 1979: Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty signed, stipulating full Israeli withdrawal form Sinai
within three years

October 6, 1981: Anwar Sadat assassinated by Egyptian military members of al-Jihad for his
failure to uphold shari'ah, Western leanings and dealings with Israel. Vice President Hosni
Mubarak assumes power, which he holds until 2011.

23 April 1982; Last Israeli settlements in Sinai
are destroyed by IDF and last Jewish forces
withdraw. E?y t regains control of Sinai

25 April 19827 Multi-National Force Observers
force assumes jts mission. )
Massive Egyptian tourism development in South
Sinai begins o

Egyptian government”Egmtlamzatlon" .
résettlement campaign of Nile Valley Egyptians
to Sinai begins.

Series of bombings in South Sinai agajnst tourist locations and Multinational Force Observers
Berson_nel in transit by Tawid wa Jihad, an Egyptian Islamist group composed of mainly
edouins and Palestinians from North Sinai:

June 2007: Hamas gains control of Gaza and smuggling partnership between Hamas and
Sinai Bedouins begins

February 11, 2011: Mubarak resigns, military takes over and dissolves parliament and
suspends the constitution

Februarﬁ 15,2012: Parliamentary elections result in overwhelming majority for Muslim
Brotherhood and [slamists

August: Egy%t launches “Operation Sinai” to eliminate the Sinai insurgency, prompted by
attack near'the Israeli border that killed 16 Egyptian soldiers.

December 22, 2012: New constitution approved in low-turnout referendum

July 3,2013: Military ousts Morsi, suspends constitution and imposes interim technocrat
government.

September 2013: Egypt launches largest military operations since 1973 War against Islamic
militants in Sinai.

Egyptian military rubbles hundreds of homes in and around Rafah to create a border buffer
z0ne.

October 29, 2014: Sisi government issues a decree ordering the depopulation and rubbling
gf 79 square kilometers in and around Rafah to clear out extremists and stop smuggling into
aza.



