Heavy Combined
Arms Brigade Attack
on a Fortified Enemy

China’s People’s Liberation Army

PAP People's Armed Pollce

SOF Special Operations Forces
EW Electronic Warfare

CP Command Post

SHORAD Short-Range Air Defense
SPAAG  Self-Propelled Antiaircraft Gun
G Guard

DISTRIBUTION A: APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; DISTRIBUTION IS UNLIMITED

£ ? 30 km N
: I : :
é@ i <16®G:>5 i N2
Frontline ] @ (\/\ cee
L/ Attack <m> : ﬁ :
<C> GFOUP ; < I Depth
: Y Attack I I
5 . @ y Group <C> ll® i
€ @ | @ N @ g
= Advance CP K 5 @ : N )
5 between Battalions | A |gace cP A @ 5
: | @ © . |
<--- - A | :
| /v\ | a
i : E ~
E ; @ ; Firepower Strike ; (\
0 ! ! ~ Group ,  Rear Support :
= 5 : ‘ Group |
£ |E |3 [a | | - ) a
E | E (213 | ; @ a
=IRINGIEE : @@ Rear CP
: (<) - ' : : 1 :
E N OI G E I 1 I YY)
a |@ [T |& [ 1ha i |
E ’ 1 1 E
b R
S | | D & |
: . Thrust Maneuver <7 :
5 ] Group 5
| | Combat Reserve !
Deep Area | : Group E
(depth determined by Frontline Zone /vw Reserve Zone ~ Garrison Zone
P fire support ranges) » (2-3 km deep) . 5.8 km (2-3 km deep) | (1-2 km deep)

UAS coverage extends out to the maximum
range of organic 122-mm artillery (approxi-
mately 20 kilometers).

The frontline attack group conducts feints,
fixes enemy defenses, and deceives the enemy
regarding disposition of main assaults.

The depth attack group conducts an envelop-
ment against the enemy center to isolate and
compel a commitment of reserves.

The firepower strike group (artillery) engages
high-value targets to degrade enemy defenses.

The thrust maneuver group flanks the enemy
rear to expose vulnerabilities. Air defense
artillery is attached to other units to provide
defense in depth.

The rear area support group consists of
supply and logistics elements, further divided
into logistics support and equipment groups.

Battalion-sized elements will maintain a
separation of 2 to 3 kilometers, adjusted based
on mission variables and prevailing visibility
conditions; reduced visibility may necessitate
closer unitintervals.

The main axis will advance approximately
2 kilometers ahead of the supporting axis.

Source Note: Analysis informed by multiple U.S. Government sources, Chinese military documents, and subject matter experts; frontage data drawn from Yang,

Baoming, and Fusheng Zhu, Review of Army Combined Operation Tactics (People’s Liberation Army, 2012).
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